Preparing a Child Support Worksheet
Visit the 8th Judicial District Website: www.8thjd.com

From here, scroll down to the middle of the page and click the “Self Help Center Legal Info and Forms”
button:
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This will take you to the 8th Judicial District Self Help Center:

Click on the “All About Divorce” button:
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This will take you to the Kansas Legal Services website.

If you scroll about half-way down the page, you will see a title that says: “Family Law/Divorce Free
Legal Forms” and you will find two different options for preparing a child support worksheet:
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Which Child Support Worksheet Link to Choose
Use the first Child Support Worksheet link if:
•
•
•
•
•

The combined, pre-taxed income of both parties is less than $50,000.00 per year
There are less than five (5) children
Both parties reside in the state of Kansas
The Multiple Family Adjustment is not needed (there are no other children besides those of your
case)
Both parties have agreed to share the Federal and State Dependent Income Tax Exemption

Use the second Child Support Worksheet link if:
•
•
•
•
•
•

The combined, pre-taxed income of both parties is more than $50,000.00 per year
There are more than five (5) children
One of the parties resides outside of the state of Kansas
The Multiple Family Adjustment is needed
The parties do not have an agreement as to who will have the Federal and State Dependent
Income Tax Exemption
You anticipate changes will need to be made to the Child Support Worksheet

What Does the Kansas Child Support Guidelines Consider as
Income?
For the purpose of completing a Child Support Worksheet, the Kansas Child Support Guidelines stipulate
that Income is from all sources, including, but not limited to:
• Payment from Employment
• Unemployment Benefits
• Workers Compensation
• Pension Benefits
• Social Security Disability Payments (SSDI)
• Disability Insurance Benefits
• Military Retired Pay
• VA Disability Payments
• Basic Allowance for Housing (BAH)
• Basic Allowance for Subsistence (BAS)
• Spousal Maintenance received
The following are not considered Income:
• Public Assistance – whether in cash or in-kind
• Supplemental Security Income (SSI)
• Earned Income Credit (EIC)
• Food Stamps (SNAP)
• Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF)
• General Assistance (GA)
• Medicaid
• Low Income Energy Assistance Program (LIEAP)
• Section 8 and other forms of public housing assistance
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You should be prepared to show proof of all income, if requested by the Court.
The first Child Support Worksheet link is a simple, question and answer based walk-through for
completing a child support worksheet.
The second Child Support Worksheet link is one in which a fee is assessed (the fee is based on the
amount of time you want access to the program, but starts at $19.99 for 30 days of access), however, it is
backed by the same software company that provides child support calculations for the vast majority of
attorneys and legal offices in the state of Kansas.

A Walk Through of the Question and Answer Based Child Support
Worksheet Process

Clicking the “Get Started” box will not allow you to save your progress. If you wish to save your
progress, you will need to create an account with the website.
After clicking the “Get Started” box, you will be taken to the Terms of Use for the site.
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After reading the terms, if you agree, click the box next to the “I agree to LawHelp Interactive’s following
terms:”

And then click “Continue.”

You will now begin the question/answer walk through.

As stated previously, this interactive site for preparing a child support worksheet may not be used for
those situations where the combined income of the parties is greater than $50,000.00 per year or where a
Multiple-Family Adjustment is requested.
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Click “Continue” to proceed through the process.
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Prior to starting the child support worksheet, the interactive interview gives some basic information:
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Once you have gone through all the information, the process of building the child support worksheet
begins.

From the drop-down menu, select the county in which the case is (or will be) filed.

If you have already filed your Petition for Divorce, you will need to type in your case number:
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If you have not already filed your Petition for Divorce, you may leave this blank.
Next, you will be asked to provide the name of the other party of the case:

The next few steps will be regarding income of each party.
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For the purpose of completing a Child Support Worksheet, the Kansas Child Support Guidelines stipulate
that Income is from all sources, including, but not limited to:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Payment from Employment
Unemployment Benefits
Workers Compensation
Pension Benefits
Social Security Disability Payments (SSDI)
Disability Insurance Benefits
Military Retired Pay
VA Disability Payments
Basic Allowance for Housing (BAH)
Basic Allowance for Subsistence (BAS)
Spousal Maintenance received

The following are not considered Income:
• Public Assistance – whether in cash or in-kind
• Supplemental Security Income (SSI)
• Earned Income Credit (EIC)
• Food Stamps (SNAP)
• Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF)
• General Assistance (GA)
• Medicaid
• Low Income Energy Assistance Program (LIEAP)
• Section 8 and other forms of public housing assistance

You should be prepared to show proof of all income, if requested by the Court.
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If you are unsure of the Mother’s average, monthly income, you may choose to provide the hourly wage,
along with the average number of hours worked per week.

If the mother is self-employed, you will be asked to provide that information as well.
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If the mother has a Court order requiring her to pay child support and is paying on that order, this will be
entered:
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If the mother has a Court order requiring her to pay child support, however she is not making payments,
no credit will be given:

Next, you will be asked if the mother is paying maintenance (spousal support) to the father of the case.

If the mother is receiving maintenance (spousal support) from the father of the case, that information will
need to be entered at the next screen.
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That completes entering income for the mother. You will now proceed with the same income information
for the father.
After the income for the father has been entered, you will begin entering information on the child(ren) of
the case.
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If there are more than five (5) children, this program will not work for you.
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After choosing the number of children, you will be asked how many children fall in to each of the three
age brackets:

Next, you will be asked about any Health, Dental or Vision insurance for the children and any child care
costs for the children.
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If Health, Dental or Vision Insurance is a family plan that includes the child, you will need to divide the
entire cost of the insurance by the number of people covered and then multiply this number by the number
of children covered.
For example:
If the cost of family coverage insurance for a family of four (4) – that being two adults
and two children, is $100.00 per month, you would divide the $100.00 by 4, which equals
$25.00 per month, per person covered. The cost of insurance for the two children would be
a total of $50.00 per month. ($100/4 = $25; $25 x2 = $50)

P a g e 19 | 27

P a g e 20 | 27

After inputting the costs of insurance and child care for the child(ren), the program will then go over
certain circumstances that the Kansas Child Support Guidelines allow for reducing a person’s net child
support obligation. Per the Kansas Child Support Guidelines, the person requesting the adjustment is
responsible for proving the reason for the adjustment and that it is in the best interest of the child(ren).

All requested adjustments are discretionary with the Court (meaning the Court may
choose to allow the requested adjustment or not) and are not guaranteed.

Once you have completed the adjustments section, you will now be asked about the residential
arrangements of the child(ren).
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It is strongly encouraged, in order to have the most accurate child support order established, that the
amount of parenting time each party has with the child(ren) be figured using the above steps.
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If the parents will not have equal or nearly equal time with the child, click No.
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Do NOT close out of the browser.
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You are now ready to file your Child Support Worksheet with the Clerk of the Court.
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